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Dear Friends,

The WSCF Europe Region and Forum of European Muslim Youth and Student Orgnaisations (FEMYSO) are glad to invite you to the joint thematic conference:

 “Young people as agents of Christian - Muslim inter-cultural and inter-religious dialogue”,

to be held 3-9 October 2004 

at Strandheim, Naersnes, Norway. 

1. Theme

What is the role of religion in peace-building?  Is there a religious freedom in Europe? What are the prayer technics used in our reigions? Do you know how much did Muslims influence what is nowadays called ´the European culture´? Do sufi tradition and Christian mysticism have something in common? What role plays gender issue in our religions? How can we join forces in common projects in Europe? What is the real meaning of jihad and sharia and how can Christians believe in Triune God? Is it one God we believe in? Are human rights something we can build on? How shall help to ovecome islamophobia and anti-semitism in Europe? Do you want to know something more about a common pilgrimage of Christian and Muslim students from Norway to Palestine?

Being young students active in our Christian and Muslim organisations we are responsible for the future  of Europe. We face the same problems, manytimes from the opposite shores of one river. These differencies are caused often due to lack of knowledge and communication. We offer you the space for overcoming prejudices and learning about the vaues of the others. As people of faith we are reponsible for being witnesses of God in secularised society.    

2. Aims

· Facilitate cultural and religious encounter among Christian and Muslim European Youth;

· Provide training in inter-cultural and inter-religious dialogue;

· Promote knowledge of Muslim and Christian cultural and religious heritage;

· Facilitate the sharing of experiences of inter-cultural and inter-religious encounter on the local, national and international level;

· Promote local activities aimed at affirming a culture of mutual knowledge, acceptance of diversity, peace and cooperation;

· Raise awareness on the role of youth in shaping an inclusive Europe.

3. Working Methods

Keynote speeches:

· The European Muslim Heritage and its Role in the Development of Europe 

· The Role of Religion in Peace-building and War-mongering – The Faith that Leads to Action. 

· Human Rights and Religious Freedom in Europe 
· Spirituality in our Traditions

Workshops:

· The Role of Gender in our Religions 

· How the Mission is Understood in our Religions 

· Globalisation of Local Inter-religious Conflicts 

· What is the True Meaning of  ´Jihad´ 

· How Can We Join Forces in Peace-building

· Is Anti-semitism and Islamophobia rooted in Europe?

· many others

Working language:

· English 

4. What to bring

· material from your Student Movement to share with the other participants; 

· material for prayers, like songs and texts; 

· a Bible and a Quran in your own language or in English; 

· musical instruments (and music) to use during the cultural evenings; 

· food and drinks from your home country, to present and to share during the intercultural banquet. 

· poems and songs from your national or religious tradition to  share during the intercultural evening

5. Date and Venue

3 October (Sunday) is the day of arrival. Please let us know in advance arrival time and where you are arriving from. 

9 October (Saturday) is the day of departure. We ask you to save all the tickets you have bought; otherwise we will not be able to reimburse you. 

The venue’s address is Strandheim leirsted, Naersnestangen 48, 3478 Naersnes, Norway     ( www.kfuk-kfum.no/abk/strandheim )

On the webpage of WSCF-E, www.wscf-europe.org,  you will find informations on how to get there. 
6. Important information

Please, note that preparing a workshop on a topic conected with the theme of the conference increaes your chances to be selected.

7. Participation fee and travel reimbursements

Participation fees: 

Armenia, Belarus, Bulgaria, Russia, Romania and Ukraine – 15 EUR

Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Slovakia – 40 EUR

Czech Republic and Hungary – 60 EUR

France and Italy – 95 EUR

Austria, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, UK – 190 EUR 

Travel reimbursements  will be available in accordance with the standard WSCF policy on travel and participation fee subsidies:

Armenia, Belarus, Bulgaria, Russia, Romania and Ukraine are entitled to 90% travel reimbursement.

Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Slovakia are entitled to 80% travel reimbursement.

Czech Republic and Hungary are entitled to 70% travel reimbursement.

France and Italy are entitled to 50% travel reimbursement.

Austria, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, UK: no travel reimbursement (sorry!). 

Should you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact us at religiousdialogue@hotmail.com  or +421 908 373 676. We will be more than happy to help you.

Looking forward to meeting you,

Amber Khan

Szilvia Rozs-Nagy

Athar Akram

Bogdan Popescu

Johan Hake

Steinar Skauge

Damian Juraj Macura

(members of the preparatory committee)
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